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FAMILY RESIDENCES AND ESSENTIAL ENTERPRISES (FREE) AND 

GALLERY NORTH PARTNER IN NEW FINE ARTS PROGRAM  

 
OLD BETHPAGE, NY, March 20,, 2014 – Family Residences and Essential Enterprises (FREE) 

- a Long Island-based not-for-profit that benefits and proudly supports more than 3,500 

individuals with intellectual disabilities, mental illness and traumatic brain injuries - has formed 

a new partnership with Gallery North of Setauket, a showcase for the finest artists and 

craftspeople in and around Long Island since 1965.   

 

“FREE’s collaboration with Gallery North will be highly beneficial to the individuals we support 

as well as artists with disabilities in the Setauket area,” remarked Robert S. Budd, Chief 

Executive Officer for FREE.  “The artists will view the fine works on display and then apply 

what they’ve seen to their own creative explorations.”  

 

The collaboration, entitled ArtAbilities Workshop @ Gallery North will debut on March 27 with 

the goal of creating a community-focused fine arts program that is open to artists with all 

disabilities.  FREE individuals who participate in the program will have the opportunity to visit 

Gallery North and draw inspiration for their own work.  

 

“I’m pleased to be collaborating with FREE and reaching out to new audiences because art is for 

everyone,” said Judith Levy, Director of Gallery North. “Artists will be inspired to create their 

own work by being exposed to the diverse exhibitions presented at our gallery.”  

 

The pilot program is for artists who receive services from FREE as well as individuals who live  
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in the surrounding community and have an interest in fine art. Starting in spring 2014, artists  

will visit the gallery and participate in classes to enhance their skills. Classes will be held weekly 

with instruction from seasoned artists who have a passion for teaching others. 

 

About Gallery North 
Gallery North showcases the vibrant creativity of artists and craftspeople from Long Island and 

nearby areas. The not-for-profit gallery presents original exhibitions, community events and 

educational programs throughout the year. Established in 1965, Gallery North focuses on 

contemporary art in a variety of media: painting, drawing, printmaking, ceramics, sculpture, 

glass, metal and fiber. Exhibits explore the diversity and vitality of the arts on Long Island, while 

classes, workshops, excursions, talks and annual festivals involve community members in the 

lively process of making art. For further information, please visit: http://gallerynorth.org.  

 

About Family Residences and Essential Enterprises, Inc. (FREE) 
Family Residences and Essential Enterprises, Inc. (FREE) founded in 1977 and headquartered in 

Old Bethpage, benefits and proudly supports more than 3,500 individuals with intellectual 

disabilities, mental illness and traumatic brain injury. It is the mission of FREE to help 

individuals of all abilities realize their full potential. FREE provides a diverse array of supports 

and services including: housing, recovery services, transition to work, employment, day, 

community and family services, respite, crisis services, education and after-school support, 

primary and specialty health care and advocacy. For more information, please call 516-870-7000 

or visit www.familyres.org.  
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